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1. POLLOWING MESSAGE IN INPORMAL ENGLISH TRANSLATION PROM POREIGN 
MINISTER DE LA PUENTE TO SECRETARY VANCE DATED APRIL 19, 1978, 

WAS RECEIVED BY EMBASSY APRIL 28. IT RESPONDS TO SECRETARY'S 
LETTER OP MARCH 27 (REFTEL). ORIGINAL BEING POUCHED ARA/AND/P, 
COMMENT FOLLOWS SEPTEL. 

2. QUOTE: DEAR MR. MINISTER: 

I REPER TO YOUR KIND LETTER OP MARCH 27 DELIVERED TO ME BY 
AMBASSADOR SHLAUDEMAN, WHO, I PRESUME, HAS ALREADY PROVIDED 
YOU SOME COMMENT. 

IN THIS REGARD, I MUST CONPESS THAT I WAS SURPRISED 
TO NOTE THAT, DESPITE THE PRESENTATION BY AMBASSADOR GARCIA 
BEDOYA AND THE CLARITY WITH WHICH I AM SURE HE REITERATED 
THE POSITION OP MY GOVERNMENT, THE COMMUNICATION TO WHICH 
I AM RESPONDING MAKES NO MENTION WHATSOEVER OP THE PROTOCOL 
OP PEACE, PRIENDSHIP AND BORDERS SIGNED IN RIO DE JANEIRO 
ON JANUARY 29, 1940 BY THE POREIGN MINISTERS OP PERU AND 
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ECUADOR, TOGETHER WITH THE MINISTERS OP FOREIGN AFPAIRS 
OP THE UNITED STATES, BRAZIL, ARGENTINA AND CHILE, COUNTRIES 
WHICH BY SO DOING BECAME GUARANTOR STATES POR THE EXACT 
COMPLIANCE WITH AND PAITHPUL EXECUTION OP THAT SOLEMN TREATY. 

THE PERUVIAN-ECUADOREAN "BORDER QUESTION" TO WHICH 
YOU MAKE REFERENCE CONSISTS, IN REALITY, IN THE FACT THAT 
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THE PROCESS OF EXECUTION OF SAID INSTRUMENT HAS BEEN INTER- 
RUPTED BY THE REBELLIOUS ATTITUDE ADOPTED BY THE ECUADOREAN 
GOVERNMENT, WHICH REFUSED TO COMPLY WITH THE ARBITRAL AWARD 
OF THE BRAZILIAN TECHNICIAN BRAZ DIAS DE AGUIAR AND, LATER, 
UNILATERALLY DECLARED THE PROTOCOL OF RIO DE JANEIRO TO BE 
NULL AND VOID, AN ATTITUDE WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF ITS 
ILLEGITIMACY, WAS EXPRESSLY REJECTED BY THE FOUR GUARANTOR 
STATES IN IDENTICAL NOTES DATED DECEMBER 7, 1960. 

AS A RESULT, AND IN ORDER NOT TO VIOLATE JURIDICAL 
INSTRUMENTS IN FORCE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, PERUVIAN- 
ECUADOREAN CONVERSATIONS CAN ONLY BE CONCERNED WITH THE 
BEST WAY TO CULMINATE THE BILATERAL EXECUTION OF THE TREATY, 
BOTH IN ITS DEMARCATION ASPECTS AS WELL AS IN THE AREAS 
CONCERNED WITH THE ASSURANCE OF PEACE AND THE INCREASE OF 
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

OBVIOUSLY, THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS DIALOGUE WILL 
ONLY BE POSSIBLE WHEN ECUADOR CHANGES ITS POSITION WITH 
REGARD TO THE UNQUESTIONABLE VALIDITY OF THE PROTOCOL OF 
RIO DE JANEIRO AND MANIFESTS ITS INTENTION TO HONOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS CONTRACTED BY VIRTUE OF SAID TREATY 
AND ALL THE ACTS AND AGREEMENTS DERIVED THEREFROM BY THE 
CONTRACTING PARTIES AND BY THE GUARANTOR STATES. 

NEVERTHELESS, PERU CONTINUES TO BE FAVORABLY DISPOSED 
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TOWARD A STIMULATION OF THE PROCESS OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
AND BORDER INTEGRATION BEGUN WITH ECUADOR A DECADE AGO. 

PERU SINCERELY HOPES FOR A RECIPROCAL ATTITUDE ON THE PART 
OF THE ECUADOREAN GOVERNMENT, IN ORDER TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THE POSITIVE EXPERIENCES RESULTING FROM COOPERATION IN 
THE WESTERN SECTOR OF OUR COMMON BORDER, EXPANDING ON THEM 
IN A SUITABLE WAY TO ENCOMPASS THE DIFFERENT AND COMPLEX 
SITUATION OF THE ADJACENT AMAZON TERRITORIES OF BOTH COUNTRIES. 

I FEEL THAT, WITHIN THIS FRAMEWORK, THE ASSISTANCE 
OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IN SECURING MULTILATERAL FINANCIAL 
AID WOULD BE OF SIGNIFICANT HELP IN ENCOURAGING A CONSTRUCTIVE 
GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY PRIMARILY ORIENTED TOWARD FACILITATING 
THE MOST PRACTICAL AND EFFECTIVE FLUVIAL ACCESS TO THE 
AMAZON RIVER FOR ECUADOR, AS ESTABLISHED IN ARTICLE SIX OF 
THE PROTOCOL OF RIO DE JANEIRO. 

I AM CERTAIN THAT BOTH OF OUR GOVERNMENTS ARE IN 
COMPLETE AGREEMENT ABOUT THE IMPERATIVE NEED TO SAFEGUARD 
THE PRINCIPLE OF FAITHFUL OBSERVANCE OF INTERNATIONAL 
TREATIES AS THE FUNDAMENTAL BASIS OF THE JURIDICAL ORDER 
AMONG NATIONS AND A GUARANTEE OF THE STABILITY OF THEIR 
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RELATIONSHIP. WITHIN THIS CONTEXT, I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO INFORM YOU OF MY DESIRE 
TO USE MY UPCOMING VISIT TO WASHINGTON FOR APPROPRIATE 
DISCUSSIONS WITH YOU ON THESE QUESTIONS AS THEY TOUCH ON 
THE SOVEREIGNTY OE PERU AND CONCERN THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA BY VIRTUE OE ITS POSITION AS GUARANTOR OP THE 1942 
PROTOCOL OP RIO DE JANEIRO, THE NECESSARY PRAMEWORK 
WITHIN WHICH PERUVIAN-ECUADOREAN RELATIONS MUST EVOLVE. 

CORDIALLY, JOSE DE LA PUENTE RADBILL. UNQUOTE. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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